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The Christmas Season is finally here. This past week Patty worked tirelessly decorating our Christmas tree.  We are one of those families unlike the Griswolds that have an artificial tree.  There’s only one thing better than an artificial tree and that is a pre-lit artificial tree.


Samuel and I got the tree down from the attic, put the lights on it and turned it over to the girls to decorate.   There’s one little problem and that is, we lost the little plastic gizmo that locks the top of the tree in place.  If the tree is bumped or a wind blows through the room, the top of the tree leans over. Of course, I handed Patty the duct tape and told her to fix it.  You know duct tapes fixes everything. I am not sure if she took my advice, but our tree is standing tall today. 


Today we begin our Christmas series here at the Creek.  The Christmas season is the most wonderful time of the year and we need share the spirit of Christmas with the people around us.  This is a challenge for some of us because the Christmas season can be so busy that we fail to take time to connect with others.  It’s the most wonderful time, but if we don’t take the time to share it with others, then it’s no different than any other time of the year.


References to the Christmas Story are mentioned throughout the Bible.  The most popular passages are found in Matthew and Luke.  Matthew gives us a picture of Joseph and also the story of the Wise Men.  Luke tells us about the shepherds, the angels and the Manger scene.  
Today I want to look at the Apostle John’s version of the Christmas story.  He gives us a different take on the Christmas story. 
John 1:1-7

1
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

2
He was with God in the beginning. 

3
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 

4
In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

John 1:5-7
5
The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 

6
There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 

7
He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe.


John was the Mary and Joseph’s cousin and he had a remarkable birth too.  An angel appeared to his mother Elizabeth in her old age and told her that she would have a son that would prepare the way and announce that the long awaited Messiah had come.  Elizabeth and her husband Zechariah were to name this boy John.  This story is told in Luke chapter 1. 

Shortly after the angel appeared to Elizabeth, the same one appeared to Mary and then Joseph and told them that Mary would give birth to a son and his name would be Jesus.

Matthew 1:21b
... you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.

Long story short.  Mary spent several months with Elizabeth during her pregnancy.  As an additional sign that this pregnancy was from God Zechariah lost his voice until the baby was born and was given the name John. 


John was called to testify of the light.  His purpose in life was to be a forerunner of the Messiah. His mission was to prepare the people for the ministry of Jesus.  John challenged people to change the way they were living and be identified with God.  He encouraged people to be baptized and thus, he became known as John the Baptist.  Now, here at the Creek, we don’t have John the Baptist, we have Gene the Baptist, but we love him just the same.

The Bible is relatively silent during the formative years of Jesus and John the Baptist.  We know that Jesus dialogued with the religious leaders at the Temple when he was twelve years old and the people were amazed at his understanding.  From that point on, Jesus stayed in the background until the time was right for his public ministry. 


Thirty years after the manger scene,  John announced that Jesus was the Messiah.  We see this in John 1:35.

John 1:35-36

35
The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 

36
When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, "Look, the Lamb of God!" 


Why did John say “Look the Lamb of God?”   In the Jewish culture, the lamb symbolized the forgiveness of sins.  John understood that the first problem that men have to settle with God is the problem of sin. We all have sinned and we need our sins absolved.  We cannot have access to God unless our sins are forgiven. 


Jesus, the lamb, opens the door and provides us with total access to the Living God.   When we are ready to acknowledge our sin and deal with our sin and to bring it to God, then we have an open door in Jesus Christ. John said, “Look the lamb of God.”

John 1:37
When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus.


We are told in this account that one of those disciples was Andrew, the brother of Peter and more than likely the second one was the disciple John.   They followed Jesus.  At this point Jesus asked them a question:
John 1:38

Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, "What do you want?" 


This verse is significant. These are the very first words Jesus uttered in his public ministry:  "What do you want?" These four words go right to the heart of life, your life and my life.  Jesus asked Andrew and John and he is asking us today: "What do you want?"  "What are you looking for?" What do you really want out of life?" 


So many of us do not know what we want out of life because we have never connected with the source of life. 

John 1:4-5
4
In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

5
The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.


We’ve been around church;  we’ve celebrated Christmas and Easter; but we’ve never connected with the real Jesus, the real lamb of God.   


Since we have not connected with the source of life, we are existing without any real purpose. You know how it is.  You get up in the morning, eat breakfast, go to work, work all day, come home in the evening, have dinner, read the paper, listen to television, talk to the family, go to bed, get up in the morning, and do the same thing over again. 


Have you ever asked yourself, “Why? Why am I here? What do I want out of this?" Jesus cut to the chase.   He looked at John and Andrew and said, “What do you really want?” They were dumbfounded.  They did not know what to say?  They were speechless.  


When I was in the tenth grade, I met Jimmy Carter.  I was star struck, dumbfounded and did not know what to say.  As I shook his hand, I felt like I had to say something so I said, “I’m from Abbeville.”  He said, “Yes, my aunt lives in Abbeville.  I said, “Yes, I know.”  That was it.


Andrew and John responded in a similar way.  Jesus said, “What do you want?”  They replied, 

John 1:38-39

38
Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, "What do you want?"  They said, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher), "where are you staying?" 
39
"Come," he replied, "and you will see."


Jesus' response shows how well he understood these guys. He said to him, "Come and see."  Jesus gave them an invitation to investigate.  He said, “Come and find out. Take your time; ask what you want; make up your own mind." 


Do you know that Jesus is saying that to some of your this morning?  Come and see.  Take time to investigate the claims of the Bible.  Come and see what a relationship with God is all about.   This is an invitation for you.  


Some of you are here this morning because a friend challenged you to come and see what God is doing.  You are investigating Christianity.  This is a great place for you to be.  Ask your questions and be open to God’s answers.



John 1:39
"Come," he replied, "and you will see."  So they went and saw where he was staying, and spent that day with him. It was about the tenth hour. 


According to this account, they went and stayed all day with Jesus.  The Bible says that it was the tenth hour when they went. It is somewhat difficult to know just what time that was. If it was Jewish time, then it was four o'clock in the afternoon. If it was Roman time then it was ten o'clock in the morning. John was writing to a broader audience so it was probably Roman time. 


Andrew and John spent the whole day with Jesus.  They were  absolutely captivated by the person of Jesus. We are not told what they asked him, we are not told what he said to them, but what he said to them changed their lives. 


What happened next?   What did they do after they met Jesus? 

John 1:40-42
40
Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. 

41
The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, "We have found the Messiah" (that is, the Christ). 

42
And he brought him to Jesus. 


These two men were so captivated by Jesus that they immediately shared their new found faith with their brothers.   The original language implies that Andrew was the first one to find his brother which would indicate that John went and found his brother James.  


So, the two new disciples Andrew and John shared the message of Christ with their brothers Simon Peter and James.



Here we see the beginning of God’s plan of transforming the world.   They met Jesus and their lives were changed and they went and shared their faith with others.   One person told another person about Jesus.   


The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother and tell him.  Then, he brought him to Jesus.  We are given the same responsibility.  As Pastor Todd said last week, we have the responsibility of including people in our lives and inviting them to faith.


God wants you to bring people to Jesus.  This idea scares some of you.  We are fearful that our friends my reject us or make fun of us.  It’s worth the risk.  Eternal life is in the balance.  Your friends need Jesus.
I believe that is going to use you to as a positive influence in their lives.  


People are more open to spiritual issues during the holiday season.  Use this time to include a non-churched person in your life and invite them to our Christmas production next Sunday and also to one of our Christmas Eve Services. 


Andrew brought his brother Simon Peter to Jesus.  You may need to do the same.  If you won the lottery, you would call up every relative and every friend and share the news of your good fortune.  Having your sins forgiven is better than any lottery or sweepstakes winnings you could ever receive.  Share the good news with your friends.  Tell them what happened to you.  Many of them will say, “I am glad that works for you.”   Ask them, “Have you ever considered putting your faith in Jesus Christ?”  They may say, “I believe in God, I don’t believe in Jesus.” Tell them that the message of Christmas is that Jesus came to connect them with God. 


We all must remember that we don’t have the power to save anyone.  We are like John the Baptist.  We are called to testify of the light.  Share your story.


Over the years, we have encouraged you to walk through the doors that God opens for you.  Don’t every force the gospel on anyone.  Be sensitive to what is going on in an individual’s life.  If your friend is asking spiritual questions, listen and help him find the right answers.  If your friend is going through a difficult season be there for him.  


People are always open to the gospel when times are tough.  Be sensitive during times of transition whether it’s a job loss, a failed relationship or a family crisis.


Young couples are spiritually open when they start a family.  Some may have grown up around the church and they realize the importance of a spiritual foundation.  Be open to young mothers in the neighborhood or young dads in the recreational leagues around town.


People who are new to the area are spiritually open.  Many of them do not have a network of friends and they are lonely.  The church offers Christian community with the potential of deep friendships.

How do you talk to someone about the Gospel?
1.
Look the person in the eye.

2.
Smile - even when you’re on the phone.

3.
Have a Bible close by.  You never know when someone is going to need an encouraging word.

4.
Be honest about your story.  If you’ve screwed up in the past, don’t be afraid to give the bad with the good. People respond to open honesty.

5.
Don’t force the Gospel on someone.  Read their body language.  If they’re not interested, talk about surface things like the weather  or sports.

6.
Don’t be afraid to admit there are aspects of Christianity you can’t explain.  No one can explain TBN.

7.
Remember, becoming a Christian is more than just saying a thirty-second prayer;  it’s a realignment of all that makes up an individual.  Don’t shortchange the Gospel.

8.
Avoid using the word “you.”  


Instead, use “I,” “me,” “we” and “us”. God’s message is for all of us, not just the person you’re talking to at one particular moment.


This is an important season we are in.  I believe that God wants to use you to share his message.  Will you be open to the opportunities that He brings your way.

Closing Thoughts

I realize that some of you are here at the Creek this morning investigating Christianity.  You need to realize that God loves you and He has a plan for your life.  It is not an accident that you are here.  God has you here because He wants you in his Spiritual family.

The real question is: Will you accept His invitation?  Will you open the door of your heart and allow Jesus to come in?

Prayer
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